Juárez, Chihuahua, June 20, 2020
Subject: “Meeting Request”
Lic. Andrés Manuel López Obrador
Presidente Constitucional de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos
I respectfully write to you to bring your attention to the situation of harassment and
political repression to which I have been subjected due to my role as a defender of the
human and labor rights of workers on the northern border, which has escalated during
the last few months, putting my life in danger.
As you are aware, I was arbitrarily detained on the 8th of June in Matamoros,
Tamaulipas by the state police without a warrant of arrest, without being read my rights
and without them assigning me a legal defense. Additionally, I was improperly moved to
the police station of the City of Victoria, without being able to even make a single phone
call. Ten hours after my apprehension I was presented before a judge who put me
through a process full of irregularities, charged me with crimes that reflected a political
motive and then moved me to the Tamatán prison.
While I found myself incarcerated, two more arrest orders against me were issued, by
the prosecutor of the state of Chihuahua, for minor crimes that I did not commit and for
which I was never previously summoned for a hearing or an interview. At this point, it
became clear that my apprehension was part of a conspiracy between the PAN 1
governors of the states already mentioned to make me desist from defending the rights
of workers, activity that I have been carrying out for 34 years. After three weeks behind
bars, Judge Rosario Gomez Guerra decided to release me, but with the restriction of
not stepping in the state of Tamaulipas for two and a half years, forcing me to reside in
Chihuahua, preventing me from traveling abroad and on the condition of paying $
66,000.00 MXN in damages to the alleged victims of a crime that I never committed.
Mr. President, from the beginning of your term, you have fought to carry out a labor
reform to guarantee the right of workers in Mexico to freely choose the unions of their
preference. This change, yearned for by millions of workers in the north of the country
— who with their vote also placed strong expectations on you, is being frustrated by a
coalition of power commanded by employers’ associations (COPARMEX,
CANACINTRA, INDEX), government-appointed protection unions (CTM, CROC ,
CROM), and the most conservative and reactionary fringe of the political class in the
north of the country. It is hard to imagine, however, that a change in labor law, like the
one you have wisely pushed for, would not meet active resistance by the interests that
have historically benefited from the exploitation and corporate control over workers.
Those who are behind the fabrication of crimes and threats against me are the same
forces that in the states of Tamaulipas and Chihuahua defend nineteenth-century labor
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relations with protection unions and employer protection contracts. They are the same
ones that actively disregard the national sanitary emergency [COVID] decree designed
by your government to protect the health of Mexicans. They are the same ones who
continue to misappropriate union dues, withholding them through fraudulent practices
embodied in collective labor contracts; in a word, they are the same ones who oppose
any change for the benefit of the poorest. At a time when our country has renewed its
commercial relations with the other nations of North America through the USMCA, the
persecution of labor lawyers not only represents a setback to the intention of
establishing more equitable economic relations, but also constitutes a direct violation of
its Chapter 23, by trying to strip the workers in the maquiladora industry of their legal
advisers.
Mr. President, I fear for my life. During the last year, threats and repressive acts against
me and my family have been increasing. By incarcerating me, by subjecting me to a
national slander campaign, by fabricating crimes, and by attacking my physical and
psychological wellbeing , those who oppose the slightest display of labor justice in our
country seek to silence forever a voice that has given their whole life to the defense of
the interests of the working class. That is why, in order to safeguard my wellbeing, I
sincerely request that you would promptly receive me in a meeting. That is all for the
present, thank you in advance for your reply.
Sincerely,
Lic. Susana Prieto Terrazas

